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Scouts from Troop 2 in Newark work on completing a set of handicapped-accessible picnic tables for the pavillion at the Veterans 
Hospital in Elsmere. / William Bretzger/The News Journal 
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When wheelchair-bound residents at the Veterans Medical Center in Elsmere roll up to the picnic tables under the center‟s new 
pavilion, they won‟t be regulated to sit at the ends of a table. 

Thanks to an Eagle Scout project from a Delaware teenager, they can sit amongst their friends and families. 

Will Lueking, 17, designed and built five tables for the center to furnish the pavilion which lets patients and families have some 
outdoor time together. 

Lueking first heard about picnic tables typically designed for those in wheelchairs from his father. Those picnic tables had extra table 
space jutting out past the length of the benches and required a wheelchair-bound person to sit at the ends of the table. 

Lueking started looking for a design that would allow those in wheelchairs to sit on the bench side of the table, in the middle of the 
action. 

When he didn‟t find any designs online, he created one of his own. 

“To stick them at the end of the table does a great unconscious disservice to them,” he said. 



Lueking, a student at the Charter School of Wilmington and a member of Boy Scout troop No. 2 based in Newark, designed the 
benches, marked and organized the wood and supervised a group of volunteers in putting them together. 

When he completed his project a month ago, it came during the 100th anniversary of the Eagle Scout award, said Jason Pierce, 
Scout executive director of the Boy Scouts of America. 

In the Del-Mar-Va Council, 173 Scouts joined the Eagle Scout ranks last year, Pierce said. Only 4 percent of those who join Boy 
Scouts go on to become Eagle Scouts, an achievement that follows them for life. 

“Once you‟re an Eagle, the rule is you‟re always an Eagle Scout,” Will‟s mother Heidi Lueking said. “You can‟t say „I was an Eagle 
Scout.‟ You say, „I am an Eagle Scout.‟ ” 

To become an Eagle Scout, a Boy Scout must complete 21 of 130 possible merit badges, design and execute a project that betters 
their community and go before a board of review, Pierce said. All before the age of 18, he said. 

“The great thing about the Eagle Scout project is they get to leave a lasting legacy in the community they live in,” he said. 

The number of Scouts reaching Eagle Scout status has continued to increase nationally and locally, Pierce said, a trend he 
attributes to the attraction of the adventure and the outdoors. Other Boy Scouts in the Del-Mar-Va Council have built animal 
shelters, bat houses and replaced handrails at camps for their Eagle Scout projects, Pierce said. 

The residents and their families at the Veterans Medical Center have enjoyed the new picnic tables, said Patricia Caldwell, chief of 
voluntary services. 

She said the wife of a wheelchair-bound resident told her that 
she hadn‟t been able to sit side-by-side with her husband at a 
picnic table in a long time. 

“You wouldn‟t think something like that would make such a 
difference,” she said. “Their families were around them, not 
beside them.” 

Chris Reynolds, 15, of Wilmington, finishes putting screws 
into one of the new picnic tables at the Veterans Medical 
Center in Elsmere. Scout Will Lueking designed the tables for the 
center's new pavilion so patients in wheelchairs can sit next to 
family and friends. / William Bretzger/The News Journal 

 


